
[image: image1.png]


Ohio Private Investigation & Security Services Commission (OPISSC)
July 19, 2018 Minutes
Commission Meeting Date and Location: July 19, 2018, Ohio Department of Public Safety (DPS), 1970 W. Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43223

Commission Members Present:  Mr. Rodney Armstrong, Mr. Dwight Holcomb, Mr. Anthony Macisco, Mr. Randy McPeek, Mr. Joseph Montgomery for Mr. John Born, Mr. Terry Myer, Mr. Scott Reinbolt, Mr. Brian Simms, Mr. Mike Staley, Mr. Mark Wasylyshyn 
Commission Members Absent: Mr. Beighley, Mr. John Pezzino, Mr. Johnson for Mr. Pride
Also Attending: Christy Clark, Aleta Dodson, Dustyn Fox, Brandon Gardner, Emily Mayfield, Molly Seitz, Dee Tagg, Anne Vitale
Public Attending: Mary Davis, Ohio Peace Officer Training Commission/Academy (OPOTC/OPOTA); Ted Owens, 
Chair Rodney Armstrong called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M.
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A quorum was present to conduct business. 
ACTION: Motion to approve the minutes of April 26, 2018. Holcomb first. McPeek second. Motion passed.

Chair Armstrong opened the meeting about the confusion around the rifle course. At first the course was available to private investigators and security guards and would be a firearm (FAB) endorsement. Then it was clarified that the course wasn’t available and could not be a FAB endorsement.  Mr. Armstrong opened the floor to Mary Davis, Executive Director of both Ohio Peace Officer Training Commission (OPOTC).  Ms. Davis explained that the rifle course is available for law enforcement under the Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy (OPOTA). All firearm courses for private investigator/security guards, however, are approved by the OPOTC as written in the Ohio Administrative Code and are different from the Academy courses. A legislative statute change would be required. 

Mr. Armstrong said perhaps SB 272 could be amended while in the legislative process to include revising Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 4749.10 to include the OPOTA rifle course. Ms. Mayfield cautioned doing that at this point in the bill movement as we wouldn’t want to appear like this was forgotten. Mr. Wasylyshyn asked if a motion is needed to amend language to mirror law enforcement rifle course if the sponsor of our bill is willing to revise when the bill is open to public comment. He added this would not be a game changer for him or his association’s support of the bill.  Ms. Vitale would be hesitant to change one word until she could review further to see what other doors that might open up. 
ACTION: Motion to advise Ohio Department of Public Safety to look at drafting a change in SB 272 ORC 4749.10 to allow OPOTA rifle course for private investigators and security guards. Wasylyshyn first, Reinbolt second.  
A brief discussion occurred prior to the vote. Mr. Myer it has taken ten years to draft this legislation, and could be ten more years before it’s passed and thinks language should be amended. Mr. Gardner will work with Ms. Mayfield to determine time frame to amend while moving through the General Assembly. Mr. Armstrong said sponsors will know better than anyone if this would rock the boat.
None abstained. Motion passed.
Mr. Armstrong opened the floor to anyone who had questions for Ms. Davis. Mr. Ted Owens said he appreciated her being here. He works under 2927.27 apprehending and taking felons to jail. He said there is a lot of tensions between law enforcement and us. There are a lot of law enforcement courses at the Academy that would help our industry. If we could take the law enforcement courses such as SWAT, and others, it could improve relations as law enforcement would know we were trained in it. Mr. Owens said a lot of range policy allows only law enforcement or military to attend the course. 

Mr. Reinbolt raised a point of order and requested Mr. Owens ask his question.
Mr. Owens asked if more courses for law enforcement could be opened up to private investigators and security guards. Ms. Davis said OPOTA course catalog allows trainers to make the call as to who can attend. But her staff is going to review the catalog as a whole and reconsider what courses private industry can take. Ms. Davis requested Mr. Owen’s contact information to get back to him on this.

STAFF REPORTS

Mr. Gardner reported on the various outreach activities: He introduced the summer training series with infographics for security guards/private investigators that all companies will receive, reported Training Module 3 should be available at the end of summer, and said there are several staff transitions taking place that should be filled soon. 
Ms. Clark reported that Licensing and Registration section has seen a 50% increase in new license applications so far this year. She reported that Ms. Dodson is working with IT to implement Live Chat capability that will be tested in August, and will also be looking into a new enforcement case management system. Ms. Clark said an unlicensed individual in the Toledo area received a minor misdemeanor and $1,000 fine. Ms. Clark said PISGS is looking into the bouncer who was killed while working at O’Toole’s bar in Columbus as possible unlicensed activity. 

Ms. Mayfield provided an update on Senate Bill 272. The legislative schedule already has fifty bills with some heavy hitters as the Regan Tokes bill and a variety of gun bills. She thinks an amendment could go into another bill. She distributed copies of the Oversight Reform committee members and asked OPISSC members contact those in their area. Make a case to the chair that private investigator and security guard industry has X licensed companies that provided X number of jobs to constituents in their district. Mr. Gardner said he had the document with the number of companies and registrants that he would email to OPISSC members along with talking points next week.
OAC 4501:7-1-12 Uniforms 
During the last Commission meeting, Chief Gary Haba requested a change in language regarding uniforms to aid his area in being able to fill special duty assignments to law enforcement personnel outside of his jurisdiction. Members reviewed a handout of the requested language change as detailed below: 

(D) When under the employ of a licensee, peace officers as defined in division (B) of section 2935.01 of the revised code may don the following attire:

1. The standard uniform of the licensee;

2. When working within the territorial jurisdiction where they are employed as a peace officer, the uniform of that agency, provided they have obtained the written consent of the chief law enforcement officer of that law enforcement agency;

3. When working outside of the territorial jurisdiction where they are employed as a peace officer, the uniform of that agency, provided they have obtained the written consent of the chief law enforcement officer of that agency as well as the written consent of the chief law enforcement officer of the agency in whose territorial jurisdiction they will be working.
Mr. Reinbolt said Chief Haba is trying to do the right thing. Mr. Wasylyshyn said it was good they require written permission from both agencies, which prevents the chief not finding out until the agency is sued. When they make arrest they come under the sheriff’s liability. When in the outside jurisdiction working as security guards they can only detain someone. Mr. Wasylyshyn’s only concern is public perception at event. They assume it’s a copy, not a security guard. Mr. Holcomb said it’s a huge issue for the agency where law enforcement outside their jurisdiction. Agencies need a memorandum of understanding as it is a huge liability issue. Ms. Vitale said the Chief’s signing off need to think about the liability. Mr. Reinbolt said the rule can be amended without legislation. Ms. Vitale said PISGS must do their five year rule review in 2019 and this can be incorporated at that time. OPISSC can send to their legislative committee, but a motion can be made now. Mr. Armstrong said everyone in industry can see language at that time.
ACTION:  Motion to recommend the Department of Public Safety pursue rule change with this language presented. Reinbolt first. Macisco second. None abstained. Motion passed.

Mr. Reinbolt said Mr. Haba offered to attend today, but Mr. Reinbolt didn’t think it was necessary.

ACCREDITATION UPDATE/VOTE

Mr. Gardner presented two companies that submitted application and IFPO recommend for approval: Health and Safety Sciences, LLC (Talon Group) and Forensics Evidence Detective & Protective Agency.  
ACTION: Motion to approve accreditations for Health and Safety Sciences, LLC (Talon Group) and Forensics Evidence Detective & Protective Agency. Wasylyshyn first. Holcomb second. None abstained. Motion passed.  

COMMITTEE PROJECTS
Training Committee

IFPO and OPISSC have approved three companies to date. Mr. Gardner and Mr. Armstrong have been discussing having the training committee meet to discuss how to get more participation, perhaps partnering with OASIS.  Mr. Staley said it is a true benefit and needs to communicate the positive points out. Mr. Gardner will send him the recent talking points. The committee will schedule a meeting this fall to begin working Training Module 4.
Legislative Committee 
Mr. Armstrong thinks the committee will need to meet this fall to discuss what needs done if SB 272 passes. They also need to discuss if it fails, what pieces can be fit into other bills. 
Mr. Armstrong requested Ms. Dodson schedule a day for the two committees to meet (one in a.m. and one in p.m.) or to meet before or after the next scheduled OPISSC meeting. Mr. Gardner will send the committee lists to members.
Mr. Myer said he attended the OASIS meeting and Dave Yost was the speaker. He talked about the need to marry the commission and the industry together.
Mr. Wasylyshyn said he sees a boy scout in attendance. Mr. Armstrong’s son was attending in order to complete his communication badge.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ted Owens said no one knows who PISGS or the industry are. Dave Yost and his campaign manager had never heard of us. He said he is protective of our industry and the OAC vote enables law enforcement to get around companies hiring private security. Mr. Reinbolt said law enforcement does not have enough bodies to fill detail spots. Mr. Owens said they can use a memorandum of understanding agreement. Mr. Wasylyshyn said they can call on other agencies for emergency purposes.

ACTION: Motion to adjourn. Wasylyshyn first. McPeek second. Motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 1:52 p.m.
The next scheduled commission date is Thursday, August 30, 2018.
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