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Commission Meeting Date and Location: October 26, 2017, Ohio Department of Public Safety (DPS), 1970 W. 
Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43223 
 
Commission Members Present:  Mr. Rodney Armstrong, Mr. Terry Myer, Mr. Ted Owens, Mr. John Pezzino, 
Mr. Scott Reinbolt, Mr. Brian Simms, Mr. Mark Wasylyshyn 
   
Commission Members Absent: Mr. Jay Beighley, Mr. Dwight Holcomb, Mr. Joseph Montgomery for Mr. John 
Born, Mr. Christopher Johnson for Mr. Paul Pride, Mr. Anthony Macisco 
 
Also Attending: Christy Clark, Aleta Dodson, Brandon Gardner, Tiffany Gehrlich, Emily Mayfield, Anne Vitale 
(1:15) 
 
Public Attending: Ana Bolden, Jon Carper, Jim Hogue, Errick Neal, Alfred Nomo, Herb Reed, Mike Staley, Kori 
Rolando, Brian Shearin, Ron Scheiderer 

   
Chair Rodney Armstrong called the meeting to order at 1:08 P.M. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mr. Armstrong    Here   Mr. Myer  Here     
Mr. Beighley       Mr. Owens  Here     
Mr. Holcomb       Mr. Pezzino  Here  
Mr. Johnson for Mr. Pride     Mr. Reinbolt  Here  
Mr. Macisco       Mr. Simms  Here   
Mr. Montgomery for Mr. Born     Mr. Wasylyshyn Here     
      
A quorum was present to conduct business.  
 
ACTION: Motion to approve the minutes of September 28, 2017. Myer first. Simms second. Motion passed. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
Mr. Gardner informed the Commission that the Department will try getting the FBI background check 
requirement for all registrants into the pending legislation after the new bill is returned from Legislative Services 
Commission (LSC). Members voted 6 to 1 in favor of this requirement at the last meeting pending Mr. 
Armstrong talking with larger companies about the possible financial impact.  Mr. Armstrong reported the 
companies had no objections. Mr. Armstrong was the only one with concerns. Mr. Gardner said Mr. Fitzpatrick 
is very confident that there should be movement by the end of the year. Ms. Mayfield added that Senator 
Uecher is taking the lead in shepherding the bill.   
 
Mr. Gardner said some companies would have received a letter in the mail regarding a coding error in the 
PISGS database that was discovered. This resulted in some applicants not being enrolled in the Rapback 
system.  Fingerprinting is free for those affected registrants if they have them done at the Highway Patrol 
locations included in the letter.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Mr. Gardner reported that the Voluntary Accreditation Committee selected the standards and everyone had a 
copy of the overview, standards and application forms. This is an OPISSC driven project and PISGS staff will 
provide support in the processing of applications. Members agreed someone with a discipline in the prior year 
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would need to wait to apply for accreditation. IFPO requested to review the documents before determining the 
cost. The Accreditation Committee agreed that if the cost was too high, the committee themselves would 
review the applications. If OPISSC approves this today, it will be forwarded for the IFPO Board’s consideration. 
The Accreditation Program has three levels: the first level has six standards, the second level has six 
standards, and the third level will have any remaining standards. This makes it easier for companies as 
opposed to completing all standards in one year. After the first three years of standards are approved, it will be 
an annual reaccreditation. 
 
Mr. Armstrong suggested the role and authority proof of proficiency providing annual refresher training on the 
policies could be signing off on reviewing the procedure. Also, the Use of Force knowledge and awareness 
says every guard and leader will review the policy, but the proficiency says only armed personnel will take the 
OPOTA exam. It was agreed that the Use of Force should be rephrased to Use of Force with a firearm.  
 
Mr. Armstrong had two concerns about the cost to apply and whether the documents submitted to IFPO would 
be shielded from public record requests. Ms. Vitale believed the documents would not be part of PISGS record 
retention. She will double check with the ODPS public record officer.  Mr. Owens asked if there were any 
federal grants that could offset these costs; Mr. Gardner didn’t know, but would look into it. 
 
Mr. Gardner explained the process.  Companies submit the application for accreditation to PISGS who verifies 
the application is filled out correctly, then it’s forwarded to the IFPO.  The IFPO works with the individual 
companies, and once all requirements are met, the IFPO will recommend approval.  PISGS will issue the 
accreditation certificate on the Commission’s behalf.  A motion will be made at Commission meetings to 
approve the level of accreditation.  The public will see on the PISGS website a notation for those companies 
who achieved accreditation.  A memorandum of understanding is being drafted for IFPO and the only concern 
is the cost. Once the motion is approved and a price and MOU with IFPO is approved, Ms. Dodson will move 
forward with a January 2018 web page launch. Companies can apply at any time; there is no deadline.   
 
Mr. Armstrong said it his understanding that two motions are needed. Mr. Myer asked whether use of force 
standard would be split into two categories. Mr. Gardner said this year will be use of force with firearm and next 
year can be unarmed use of force. 
 
ACTION: Motion to accept documents with amendments discussed to the following standards: 

1. Change 1.1 proficiency to something other than annual, and 
2. Add firearm to 1.2 use of force and add under knowledge and awareness after every guard and    

   leader with an FAB. 
 
Pezzino first. Wasylyshyn second. None opposed. Motion passed. 
 
Members briefly discussed the matter of the cost of accreditation. 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve entering into an agreement with IFPO to provide the auditing for the 
voluntary accreditation program and authority for OPISSC chair to negotiate the fee.  
Wasylyshyn first. Pezzino second. None opposed. Motion passed. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Owens asked if the Commission meetings can be broadcast online for those who can’t attend.  After some 
discussion, members agreed not to broadcast meetings. 
 
Mr. Armstrong said the OPOTA FAB rifle course was tabled from the last meeting.  Mr. Gardner reached out to 
OPOTA who said there was never a rifle course offered for the security industry, only for law enforcement.  Mr. 
Armstrong asked if a course can be offered for security.  Mr. Gardner suggested the Commission or OASIS 
ask OPOTA to offer this course. If OPOTA did, PISGS would process those that qualify to carry a rifle. Mr. 
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Owens asked how to move forward on this. Ms. Vitale suggested letting OPOTA know there is an industry 
need for the course and attend their commission meeting. Mr. Armstrong said a shotgun is no less lethal than 
an AR15 and reminded members that he had attended an OPOTA meeting requesting a rifle course several 
years ago. Mr. Owens is willing to attend, but wants a motion on record acknowledging the need.  
 
ACTION: Motion to have an OPISSC member to investigate facts and circumstances in having OPOTA 
allow a rifle carbine course for private security.  Pezzino first. Owens second. Wasylyshyn, Simms 
opposed. Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Owens volunteered to investigate the matter. Mr. Simms is reluctant with the pending legislation to 
approach OPOTA on this issue. He suggested to wait and OASIS should take it on.  
 
Jon Carper of RSS Investigation and Security said he thought PISGS accepted an AR15 because they have 
their semi-auto FAB training.  Mr. Gardner will research this as it is first he heard of this. Mr. Wasylyshyn 
requested the language be cleaned up to show that it’s a semi-auto handgun and Ms. Vitale replied it can 
easily be done with an administrative fix. 
 
Chair Armstrong announced that the time was almost 2:00.  The GPS topic was tabled from the last meeting, 
but he would like to table the issue until 2018 so it won’t jeopardize the legislation moving forward. Mr. Owens 
agreed as long as it would remain on the burner in the future. The issue was tabled. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ron Scheiderer, private investigator, stated that Ohio currently does not have, but needs reciprocity with other 
states and provided a handout from the Florida legislature.  As a 20 year licensed P.I., he is unable to interview 
a person in Florida, but a law clerk can, and he doesn’t want to hire someone from Florida.  Mr. Wasylyshyn 
suggested getting assistance from local law enforcement.  Mr. Pezzino offered to show Mr. Scheiderer how his 
company handles out-of-state investigations.  Mr. Armstrong said the legislative bill being introduced will allow 
any state to work in Ohio because we want to have reciprocity in their state. Mr. Myer said NCISS can assist 
other states with these problems.  Mr. Gardner reminded the Commission that the legislation is already with 
LSC and being sponsored by Senator Uecher.  Mr. Scheiderer has senators who will support this. Ms. Mayfield 
said when the documents are completed by LSC, the bill will be sent out for a co-sponsor to the other senators 
to sign on. After it is introduced, letters of support and testimony will be given. Mr. Armstrong said the last time 
that happened, someone testified against the legislation and it backfired against us. Mr. Wasylyshyn suggested 
letting the members and industry know what they should do to move the legislation along and not leave it up to 
the one senator. 
 
ACTION: Motion to adjourn. Wasylyshyn first. Myer second. Motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 2:17 
p.m. 
 


